33                          THE DESERT OF LOVE

But perhaps, in retrospect, he was confusing the sun's heat^of
that especial summer with the inner flame that was burning him
up, him and sixty others of his age, who had their being within
the limits of a yard separated from other yards by the back walk
of a row of latrines. It needed the constant presence of two ushers
to control this herd of boys who were dying into life, of men on
the verge of being born. Responsive to die thrust of painful
growth, the forest of young lives put forth, in a few short
months, spindly and ailing shoots. The world and its ways had
the effect of pruning the rank growth of these young scions of
good families, but in Raymond Courreges die action of the
rising sap was fierce and uninhibited. He was an object of fear
and horror to his masters, who kept him with his ^carred face
(because his tender skin could not endure the razor) as far as
possible from associating with his fellows. The good boys of the
school looked on him as a "dirty beast" who carried photo-
graphs of women in his note-case and read Aphrodite (disguised
as a prayer-book) in chapel. He had "lost his faith." This phrase
caused as much terror in the school as would, in an as^dwrn, the
rumour that one of the most dangerous lunatics had broken out
of his strait-jacket and was wandering stark-naked through the
grounds. It was matter of general knowledge that on those rare
Sundays when he was not being "kept in," Raymond Courreges
hid his school uniform and his cap, with the monogram of the
Virgin, in a bed of nettles, put oa an overcoat bought ready-made
at Thierry and Sigrand, clapped on his head an absurd bowler
which made him look like a plain-clothes policeman, and hung
about the more disreputable booths at the fair. He has been
seen on the merry-go-round hugging a slut of indeterminate
age.

When, ia the pompous setting of Prize-Day, an attendant
multitude of parents sat stupefied by the heat in the shade of
leaves already shrivelled by the sun, and heard the head master
* that Counreges had "passed with distinction," he alone

,
baew what aix effort he had made* in spite of the apparent law-